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What is coming up in 
the next year?



SWAN 
Governing 
Board 
Update

Zach Musil, Board 
president, Tinley 
Park Public Library 
Director
Ridgeway Burns, 
Board vice-
president, Itasca 
Community 
Library

• Reviewing policies
• Legal updates on SWAN 

membership 
participation & OMA

• Strategic planning 
process

• Completed 
membership events 
in-person & online

• Retreat with board



Search for 
ILS & 
Analytics 
solutions

Overseeing 
Request For 
Proposals (RFP) 
process 

• Guidance 
• Inclusive
• Thoughtful



Planned website updates

Coming soon! Portal to 
track the ILS Search, 

including news, demos, 
timeline, and more

Add to Calendar button, 
so you can add upcoming 
meetings straight to your 

calendar

Enhanced search and 
filtering



eBook 
legislation

• Digital Library Protection Act
• House Bill 5236
• Passed 99-0 in House
• Awaiting Senate committee 

assignment 



Third-party vendor database

• Phase 1 launched this year, in 
the Before You Buy page to 
help you find vendors already 
working with SWAN and how 
they authenticate

• Phase 2 will allow libraries to 
check off the vendors they use 
to help you connect and share



Single sign-on for SWAN Online Learning

• We are getting closer to one 
login for all SWAN staff 
resources!

• Currently working with our 
vendor to implement single 
sign-on for our online learning 
management platform.

• Staff will no longer need to 
make a separate account or 
wait for approval – new staff will 
be able to dive right in with their 
L2 login.



WEB RESOURCES + GEO-LOCATION

Looking Ahead: Illinois Reliable Information Sources (IRIS) 
Databases in Aspen
One initiative: IRIS databases are added to Aspen as Web Resources on the shared SWAN catalog, with geo-location controlling access for anyone in Illinois 

How it works

• Each IRIS database is added to Aspen as a Web Resource 

• Geo-location, set up via the SWAN account, is the access rule: it tells EBSCO 
when a patron is physically inside Illinois

• These Web Resources aren't scoped to specific member libraries — they 
exist on the shared SWAN catalog for all Illinoisans

• In-library or in-state patrons get automatic access

Status

1
Configured
IRIS databases set up as Aspen Web Resources on the 
shared SWAN catalog; geo-location controls access 
statewide.

2
In testing

Access and the on-screen experience are being validated 
on the test Aspen instance.

3
Go-live (next)

Move to production — benefiting all Illinoisans, not just 
member library patrons.



PREVIEW

Sneak Peek: Statewide Databases in Aspen
A first look at Illinois State Library databases, configured as Web Resources directly in the Aspen catalog



MessageBee Enhancements

Upcoming MessageBee features in the next 6-12 months:

• Accessibility Checker for e-mail notices
• Optional Drag-and-Drop e-mail editor

• Improved self-service control of e-mail look and feel
• Unlock option to bring Aspen content into communications, such as Lists





BLUEcloud Analytics Private Intelligence 
Server
• Migration completed in Summer 

2026
• Next steps:

• Standardize user permissions across 
all libraries

• Evaluate unused permissions for 
possible rollout

• Explore report dashboards for on-the-
fly collections and circulation 
statistics

• Other Private Intelligence Features:
• Improved back-end subscription 

management
• Usage reporting to identify high-

demand reports
• Additional data import capabilities



On the roadmap for Aspen Discovery 

• Usability and visual display 
updates to My Account (DUX)

• Improvements to automatic 
recommendations based on 
holds, star ratings, etc.

•  Voluntary Product Accessibility 
Template (VPAT) for the web 
catalog and the app

• View a movie preview in the 
catalog

• And lots more!



LiDA: SWAN Libraries + 
app updates

• Lots of improvements to app 
speed and performance.

• Launch scan-and-go, the self-
check feature in the app.

• In very early planning for a 
built-in e-reader in the app.



Awards



Honoring SWAN employees

Dave Pacin

24 years 
11 

months 
service

Angela Pucket

22 years 
7 months 

service

Mary Alice 
Buckley

40 years 
8 months 

service



Up next…Win 
Prizes!



SWAN Expo 
2026 
Feedback 
Form
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